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CPMC Unveils the Operating Room of the Future  
 
(San Francisco, May 19, 2008) High tech medicine just went high def. California Pacific 
Medical Center is now home to what is probably the most technologically-advanced operating 
room in the U.S. 
 
California Pacific’s OR 10 is unique in that it is a fully-integrated high definition operating 
room that also has full interactive conferencing abilities. What does that mean in plain English? 
It’s simple. It means OR 10 gives surgeons the flexibility to use the tools they want to use, in 
ways they have never been able to use them before.  
 
New techniques mean that many surgical procedures are far less invasive than ever before. 
Combine this with the rapid miniaturization of electronics and you understand why 
physicians are increasingly relying on video technology for complex patient care. That’s why 
the quality of the video is so important. Until recently, physicians were looking at images that 
were 640 x 480 pixels – in OR 10 they are looking at images that are 1920 x 1080 pixels.  
 
“If you can see better you can operate better,” says Andrew Brill, M.D., director of the new 
Minimally Invasive Gynecologic Surgery Program at California Pacific. “The equipment 
allows us to see the human anatomy with a clarity and detail we’ve never had before. This 
enables us to reduce risk, to increase safety and precision, and to improve the overall quality of 
what we do.” 
 
The ability to do more procedures in a minimally invasive way is good news for patients. It 
means fewer open incisions, less pain and faster recovery.  
 
OR 10 is capable of producing HD images on every monitor in the operating room, and even 
interactively beaming them half way around the world, with little manipulation, distortion or 
diminution of the picture.  That is critical for teaching purposes because it means the image 
appears as sharp in Beijing as it does in OR 10.  And just as John Madden is able to ‘telestrate’ 
plays on Sunday Night Football, so the surgeon in OR 10 is able to ‘telestrate’ what he or she is 
doing, so that everyone involved knows exactly what is about to happen. 
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“OR 10 is the future of all modern operating rooms,” says Michael Black, M.D., chief of 
Pediatric Cardiac Surgery at California Pacific. “When you are operating on children, 
particularly infants, you are working with tiny blood vessels. This equipment enables you to 
see everything with a sharpness and precision that we’ve never had before.” 
 
Just as some cars allow you to pre-set your car seat for your height and weight, with just the 
touch of a button, OR 10 allows individual physicians to pre-set the equipment for their 
particular preferences so they don’t have to change the settings every time they use the room.  
 
Physicians can also see multiple images, such as x-rays and MRIs, displayed at the same time 
to give them a more complete view of each individual patient. 
 
 
California Pacific Medical Center. Beyond Medicine. 
At San Francisco’s California Pacific Medical Center, we believe in the power of medicine. We 
research the most up-to-date treatments, hire the most qualified individuals, and practice the 
most modern, innovative medicine available. We deliver the highest quality expert care, with 
kindness and compassion, in acute, post-acute and outpatient services, as well as preventive 
and complementary medicine.  But we also believe that medicine alone is only part of the 
solution. That’s why we look intently at each individual case and treat the whole person, not 
just the illness. It’s why we go beyond medical care and provide our patients with things like 
disease counseling, family support and wellness treatments.  As one of California’s largest 
private, community-based, not-for-profit, teaching medical centers, and a Sutter Health 
affiliate, we are able to reach deep into our community to provide education, screening and 
financial support in some of the city’s most underserved neighborhoods.  Because medicine 
can transform a body. But going beyond medicine can transform a life. www.cpmc.org 
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